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Lunch Meeting – Noon, Wednesday, 14 November – RAFB Horizons Club
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Maj Bob Komlo
USAF, Ret.
284-6310
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Lt Col Monica Smith

Lt Col Rick Jones
USAF, Ret.
922-1651
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Turkey and dressing, wine, iced tea, and coffee (exact price TBD)

CAPT John Strohofer
USN, Ret.
361-0269
Lt Col Don Netzinger
USAF, Ret.
953-8277

Please call or email Doug Lewis (922-2569, lewisc7a@yahoo.com) or Art MacDonald (361-5954,
artmac123@aol.com) with your reservations before 1500 on Monday, ,- # so the correct number of
meals is ordered. You may also RSVP via Apollo. Please also note our Christmas party will be 8 Dec.
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We enjoyed reminiscing while listening to one another's flight stories, which all passed the postproduction fact-checking. We sadly learned of Erv Manning's last flight two days later on Oct 17th.
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Let me start by thanking Mr. Vice, Rick Jones, for taking over the October meeting for me. After
attending our national flight commander and membership meetings at Randolph AFB, I visited family in
Colorado. While in Colorado Springs, I paid a visit to Falcon Flight for their monthly meeting at the US
Air Force Academy and was warmly welcomed. If you are ever traveling the U.S. of A. look up in
Apollo any local flight you may be near and get in contact with them.
The national meeting was conducted on 25 Sep at Randolph AFB, TX. Look for updates in the next
Flyer magazine and also in the two most recent 2012 editions on the overall status of our Order. I was
not only impressed by our national HQ building, but, more importantly, the caliber of our leadership &
staff at Randolph. There are 70 flights in our Order, with 65 currently active; 25 flight captains were
present at this meeting. The two themes prominent at this year’s meeting included the need to improve
membership numbers and to increase scholarship amounts. Financially, our Order is doing well but
would like to do more. You can read in the last two Flyer issues for more about our financial health. The
Daedalian Foundation would like to contribute a higher cash amount to scholarships and the Cadet Flight
Indoctrination Program. The amount awarded now does not go very far in paying today’s tuition costs or
financing flight training for high school students looking at a future as a military pilot. How can you
help? All members can donate additional cash when paying national dues or through bequeaths. Two
other notes: 1. The national website has changed…take a look if you have not seen it yet at
daedalains.org ; 2. As of January 1, 2013, life membership costs will rise. For my age group it is going
up $45, so consider the life membership before the end of the year when paying national dues and
donations for 2013! And don’t forget to send your national ballot back too.
NOMINATIONS FOR 2013 OFFICERS: We will need to nominate a slate of officers for the 2013 year
at the November 14 lunch meeting and vote at the December 8 meeting. According to our BY LAWS,
elected officers normally serve for one or two years. I am most appreciative of all the officers of the 39 th
for 2012 and you should all seek them out and thank them for their unselfish and great efforts this year!
If interested in any officer position please contact me or call the officer of the position you may be
interested in for more information. I have also asked our 2012 officer’s to consider staying on in their
respective current positions especially if no other member shows an interest for 2013.
V/V, Bob Komlo
)
Fall means we are approaching the dues season. National HQ dues will be arriving soon and our Annual
39th Flight dues of $25.00 for CY 2013 will be due in January. Please make plans to stay current so you
don't fall off the rolls. Make checks payable to “39th (Eagle) Flight” and either pay Don Netzinger at a
meeting or mail in to the Flight. National HQ dues were billed separately and can be paid via Apollo.
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" -1,Newcomers to the flight may not remember Erv, Colonel USAF (retired). He was
one of the originals who helped get us started back in ‘74-’75. Elected our first
Adjutant, Erv was our Flight Captain in ‘78-’79 and for many years afterward a
staunch supporter and active participant in flight activities. He was already a
Daedalian when he came to AFRES in 1973, having been inducted into Founders
Flight at Maxwell the year before. He hailed originally from Lebanon, Tennessee,
received a Bachelor’s Degree from Middle Tennessee State University in
Murfreesboro in 1954, and earned his commission and wings in February, 1956.
Erv first went to SAC as a B-47 co-pilot and worked up to aircraft commander
flying out of Lincoln AFB, Nebraska. When they closed Lincoln in 1966, Erv
moved to Dover, Delaware, flying the line in C-141s for MAC. In nine months he
logged over 900 hours - seldom home. In appreciation, his grateful Air Force sent
him unaccompanied to the Airlift Command Post at Midway Island for 18 months,
followed by a year in Viet Nam as a Tactical Airlift Liaison Officer (TALO). How
could anyone be so lucky?
After Viet Nam he was assigned to the Alternate Air Force Command Post at
Maxwell until it was closed down in 1973. Then on to AFRES at Robins for nine
years until he retired in 1982 after 28 years on active duty. He settled down in
Warner Robins, worked in insurance, investments and single family home
construction before hooking up with Cracker Barrel Old Country Stores.
Erv continued to be active in Eagle Flight for twenty more years before moving
back to home ground in Tennessee. His wife, Sally, preceded him in death.
We remember Erv as quiet, friendly, solid-citizen with a warm smile and cheerful
disposition who was very much a part of our early years as a flight. We missed
him when he moved away, and wish him God Speed in his final flight.
Ken Clark
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